Ecclesiastes Summary
Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing whether it is good or evil. ~Ecclesiastes 12:13-14


Here is the conclusion of Ecclesiastes.  Throughout the book we saw several themes emerge.  First and most obvious is the repeated use of the phrase, “Meaningless, meaningless.”  We discovered that this phrase is better translated as “vapor of vapors” and emphasizes the transitory nature of so much in this world.  In this world, wealth and health and enjoyment are temporary – but so are pain and suffering and grief and injustice.  In this world, the righteous do not always get what they deserve and things don’t always work out for the wise.  


The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to them all. ~ Ecclesiastes 9:11


In this world, injustice can seem the norm and wickedness can call seductively to God’s people.  Life truly can seem unfair and difficult in this world and God can seem distant and unaware.  Sometimes we are left with big questions of “Why?!”  


The book of Teacher of Ecclesiastes does not answer these questions.  In fact, he repeatedly states that God’s plans are hidden from us and that we cannot understand his ways.  We don’t have all the answers to life’s riddles and God hasn’t given them to us.  Instead, we are encouraged to have faith.  


When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the other.  ~Ecclesiastes 7:14


Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God fearing men, who are reverent before God. ~Ecclesiastes 8:12

We are called upon to trust in God’s sovereign control throughout this very honest book.  Life is hard and injustice can seem supreme, but we trust that God is still in control working out his plan.  Since this is the case, we trust him in the bad times as well as the good.  We serve God reverently whether we are rewarded now or much later.  We thank God when good things come and enjoy those gifts from his hand and we trust him when those gifts are gone.  We don’t wish for the past or worry about the future because we know who is in control.  As long as we let God be God, we are free to enjoy life and serve him without fear.  Nothing else, whether money or strength or power or fame can bring the security that comes from trusting God through it all.

And all of this brings us to the conclusion of the matter.  Fear God and keep his commands.  Make God your top priority.  Give him your time and attention and resources.  Serve God gladly in this world for this is our duty before God.  Enjoy his gifts and have peace in trusting him and then gratefully serve.  
