Christian Men

This morning we are going to begin with a commercial.  You may not realize it, but we have a group of professionals in our country who are very in tune with humanity.  They know what drives people and what people long for right now.  They understand better than many the fears and dreams people have.  They understand psychology better than most and they know all the current cultural trends.  These people are not doctors or therapists trying to help people.  These people are advertisers who use their knowledge of humanity and culture to manipulate and to create felt needs to drive people to purchase things they have no use for.  However, when you look at the ways in which products are advertized you can catch a glimpse of what people are really longing for.  Dockers came out with a very interesting add not long ago for their pants.  The fact that they are selling pants does not take away from the insight of the ad.  Listen carefully and we’ll get back to the sermon after this short commercial break.


Once upon a time, men wore the pants, and wore them well.  Women rarely had to open doors and little old ladies never crossed the street alone.  Men took charge because that’s what they did.  But somewhere along the way, the world decided it no longer needed men.  Disco by disco, latte by foamy non-fat latte, men were stripped of their khakis and left stranded on the road between boyhood and androgyny.  But today, there are questions our genderless society has no answers for.  The world sits idly by as cities crumble, children misbehave, and those little old ladies remain on one side of the street.  For the first time since bad guys, we need heroes.  We need grown-ups.  We need men to put down the plastic fork, step away from the salad bar, and untie the world from the tracks of complacency.  Its time to get your hands dirty.  Its time to answer the call of manhood.  It’s time to wear the pants.  ~Dockers Online

I find it ironic that, for all the tough talk about getting dirty, this is an ad for Dockers dress pants.  Who ever saw Superman wearing khakis?  Nevertheless, the advertisers have caught onto and are trying to exploit a genuine need in our society.  Men today don’t grow up.  They tend to shy away from doing hard things and making commitments.  There are more and more single mothers because men are happy to sleep around and then leave.  When I was 21 and an intern at a church people would tell me how amazed they were that I was in ministry because their nephews and grandchildren were older than I and still hadn’t decided what they were going to do with their lives.  People think I am young for a pastor today because they are not used to men growing up before they are 30.  Actually, I believe the new end of adolescence for men is thirty four.  


What the advertisers for Dockers realized is that our world needs men whether it knows it or not.  Our young men need mature men they can look up to.  Our children, boys and girls, need fathers and men in their lives who are grown ups in terms more meaningful than age.  Our society needs men even though it says it doesn’t need them.  Our churches and our families need men.  Today is Father’s Day and we are blessed to have Fathers and Grandfathers in our congregation.  


Being a godly man and father is very difficult today.  On the one hand, our culture is steadily declining and so provides less and less support for Fathers trying to raise their children.  Our culture also has a very low view of men as largely incompetent, egotistical, and sex driven.  On top of this there is conflicting advice on being a man and a Father everywhere you turn.  As we celebrate the Fathers among us and recognize the godly men in our congregation in general, I want to encourage you that God has given you all that you need to live as a godly man.  You do have what it takes if you will recognize what you have been given.  


There is a story about an old farmer who worked hard day after day to gather fire wood for the winter.  He was an older man who had used a hand saw all of his life when falling trees.  One day he was in town and a salesman told him that a chainsaw would greatly increase his capacity to fall trees.  Excited, the farmer bought the chainsaw and went home.  A week later he returned the saw explaining that it didn’t work nearly so well as his old handsaw.  The salesman was perplexed and asked for some details.  “After you started the saw,” he asked, “what happened?”  The farmer looked confused and replied, “What do you mean, ‘start the saw?’”  


The farmer had a powerful tool that was far superior to his old handsaw but didn’t realize the power that he had.  Sometimes Christians fail to realize the power that they have as believers because they don’t quite realize what they have been given.  Today, as fathers and men, recognize how God has equipped you to lead and to serve in this world.  You have been equipped as Christians in ways that no one else is equipped to live. 


First, as a Christian man, you have the privilege of a clear understanding of the essential facts of our world.  While society does studies and debates religion and politics, you have the privilege of understanding our world and the things going on behind those debates.  I think sometimes men don’t lead because they simply don’t know who to listen to.  You, as a Christian man, have an authority that you can trust.


2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.


Hebrews 4:12 – For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  


While other men are lost and directionless because they have no clear authority or perspective on the world, as a Christian man you have the benefit of the Bible – the word of God.  This word can be trusted entirely because it is from God.  This word contains everything you need and equips you for every good work.  This word gives you a true perspective on our world.  Do you realize that, as a Christian man, your perspective should be very different from everyone else?

The Bible tells us that God created the world and all that is in it from nothing.  God created mankind in his image making all people valuable.  Humanity fell into sin when our parents, Adam and Eve, disobeyed God and so now we live in a world cursed by sin.  All people are now born sinful and naturally stray from God.  God is working to redeem people for himself.  He accomplished this redemption by sending his son to live and die for our sins so that we could be forgiven and adopted as his children by placing our trust in this sacrifice and resurrection.  Now we are in the between times waiting for Christ to return to establish his kingdom.  One day this world will perish and we will live in a new heaven and earth with God himself.  This is the perspective that you have that others lack.  This perspective comes form the Word of God which you have and can read.  This perspective informs your priorities and decisions and character and can equip you to live as a godly man.  While others wonder what in the world is going on, you know because God has told you.  So live with confidence as a man because you know what is going on.


What is more, in understanding the world you have genuine hope.  While other men are consumed with homes and hobbies and jobs thinking this life is it, you know that this life is just the beginning.  When others feel hopeless, you have hope.


Revelation 22:12-13 – Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.


2 Peter 3:10-13 – But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  

While other men look at our world in fear, you know who is in control.  You know who will sit as judge.  You know that Jesus is coming back soon.  What is more, you know that the things of this world will not last and so you are free to pursue eternal rewards rather than living for the now.  God has told you the future and explained the present.  You have a perspective that other men do not have.  

What is more, you have purpose.  So many men lack purpose in life.  They sit around wondering what they will be someday while they are too passive to actually work hard at anything.  Many men today are content to live at home for far too long playing video games and living on junk food.  Even those who don’t tend to be self-centered in their living as they remain children rather than adults committed to something greater than themselves.  Today, you men here have a purpose in life that is higher than playing video games or hunting or even working.  You have a purpose that includes all those things and more.  While other men are content to live for the next paycheck, you have a much greater purpose in this life. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 – So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  

Matthew 5:16 – In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

Your purpose in life is to glorify God forever.  You glorify him by knowing him, by obeying him, and by enjoying him in the process.  While other men are content to live for themselves, we have been given a great purpose that will last beyond our physical deaths.  We have been called upon to glorify God.  As a man you can live with confidence knowing that you are doing what you are supposed to be doing.

You don’t have to wonder if you are in the right career or not because a specific career is not what you are made for.  You don’t have to wish you were married or single for your purpose is not to get married or to live the single life.  You don’t have to worry about where you live and if there is something more you are supposed to be doing because you know your purpose.  Your purpose is to glorify God now and forever.  As you raise a family, as you work, as you play, this purpose should guide your actions and attitudes.  You have this gift of a purpose given to you from God.  You don’t have to create your own purpose or try to find something greater because God has told you what your purpose is.  In connection with this purpose, God has also given you a mission as a Christian man.
Matthew 28:19 – Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

Your mission in life is to make disciples of Jesus Christ as you glorify him in everything.  This is a call to live on purpose rather than just being pulled this way and that by advertisers, circumstances, and people.  You have been given a great mission as a Christian man.  What is more, this call to make disciples begins at home if you have a family.  As a Christian man you are to be the spiritual leader of your home.  


Now, it is a fact that men don’t like to fail and so many men prefer not to even try than to try and fail.  As a result, many men are very passive.  You may be listening to this today and thinking that it is great that God has given you perspective and purpose and mission, but how in the world do I accomplish those things?  The great thing is that God promises you wisdom as well.


James 1:5 – If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.


God promises us wisdom.  This wisdom can come in several different ways.  God can give wisdom through fellow believers, through the Bible, and by his Spirit.  If we listen, God will guide.  We have this promise from him and so are better equipped than others to lead as men.  


Sometimes this world just gets to be a lot to handle.  Sometimes the wise thing to do is also very difficult.  Sometimes we just don’t have the energy to be the men we should be.  At these times many men retreat in various ways.  Some men retreat from the world into their jobs because they can handle their jobs.  Others retreat into alcohol or drugs.  Others retreat into TV or video games.  Some men just lie down and go to sleep.  As Christians we have strength that others lack.


Philippians 4:13 – I can do everything through him who gives me strength.


Our heavenly father strengthens us.  When we feel we can’t do any more or we just don’t want to, our heavenly father empowers us.  When all the forces of the world strive against us we know that the one who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world.  As Christian men we have something that other men lack – a real source of strength.  


Our world and our churches and our families need men to lead.  Though we sometimes forget it, Christian men are uniquely equipped to do this.  Consider for a moment how being a Christian equips someone to be a Father.

First, as a Christian you are told in the scriptures, especially in the Psalms, that children are a gift from God rather than a burden or annoyance.  So, unlike other men who would be happy to let their wives raise the kids, you are involved because you know those children are gifts from God.



As a Christian, you also know what you are supposed to do with those children.  You are to treat them in ways which glorify God.  You are to display God’s character to them as you love them, forgive them, correct them, and even discipline them.  You know that you are supposed to make disciples of all nations and that this begins at home with your own children.  You know that all people are natural born sinners including your children and so you refuse to let them go their own way but establish clear rules for them.  You have the wisdom of the scriptures telling you not to exasperate your child but also to instruct and train that child.  You also have the Proverbs calling you to discipline that child rather than being a willing party to his death.  Deuteronomy tells you to speak with your children about the Lord when you are eating, when you are walking, and just about anywhere in between.  The scriptures also clearly establish that parents have authority over their children.

With all of this, you are much more equipped to be godly fathers than men who have no purpose and no clear sense of authority or meaning.  You have a framework for understanding and explaining the world to your children that others lack.  And when those times come that the going gets rough, you know that you have one on your side who gives you strength for what you must do.  


God has given us men a great deal of influence in this world and has asked us to lead.  I hope that you recognize this responsibility whether you are a Father today or not.  I hope you recognize that your wisdom, your strength, and you leadership is needed.  I hope you recognize today that God has uniquely equipped you as a Christian man to carry out these leadership roles.  I pray that you will all grasp the ways in which God has equipped you to lead in your family, in our church, and in our community and do the work which God has for you whether that is being a father, a friend, or a mentor.  


Before we close this morning I would like to give a few thoughts to the women here today.  God has uniquely equipped Christian men to be men, to lead in the areas of church and home.  Men are to be spiritual and wise leaders in the family, in the church, and in the world.  I realize that many Christian women look around and are discouraged by how few Christian men seem to take these responsibilities.  As you celebrate Father’s Day today, praise the godly men in your life.  Praise the Christian men in your life for the things you admire about them.  Encourage them by recognizing and appreciating the ways in which they do lead.  Tell the godly men in your life how much you appreciate them and pray for them.
Let’s pray for all of our men this morning.
