Jesus
This morning we are beginning with a little parable.  In a certain place a young man and woman became friends.  He spent much time with her and her family and then one day asked her to dinner.  After the dinner the man gets down on one knee and asks the girl to marry him.  The girl exclaims in surprise, “This is our first date!  Why do you want to marry me?”  How might she respond if the man says, “I have seen how you take care of your siblings and how clean you keep your family’s home.  I tasted your cooking one day and it is fabulous!  You do a great job with dishes and laundry.  I think you will keep a wonderful house and be good at raising our children.  What is more, you are very pretty and good in public and so will make me look good when we are out.”  Would this girl accept his proposal?  Hopefully not!  This man is only interested in what he can get from this girl and not at all in who she is.  Do we come to Jesus in this same way?


If we love Jesus, we will want to know him and not just what he will do.  As we have gone through Matthew we have skimmed over some important pieces and fragments telling us who Jesus is.  Today we are going to go back and pick up those random pieces and put them together.  Like the disciples we will ask who Jesus is and what sort of man he might be.  After we have answered these questions we will look at what they mean for our relationship with him and how we live today.  

First, Jesus is a human like us.  In the early church there were some who doubted that Jesus was a human at all.  A belief that Jesus had just appeared as a man and fooled everyone spread for a time.  Let’s look at this in light of the scriptures.


Matthew 1:18 – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 1:25 – But he (Joseph) had no union with her (Mary) until she gave birth to a son.  And they gave him the name Jesus.


We often talk about Jesus’ virgin birth and act as though his birth were miraculous.  We would be better served to talk about his miraculous conception.  He was placed in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit; he was born in the normal human way as a baby who couldn’t take care of himself.  If you saw Jesus as an infant you would have seen just another infant.  In fact, Matthew one lists the genealogy of Jesus telling us his human ancestors.  If we look at the book of Luke, we find that Jesus grew up in a normal fashion as well.


Luke 2:52 – And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

We find in Luke that Jesus grew.  As a man he learned and experienced life and so grew in wisdom.  What is more, he grew in stature.  This word could refer either to his age or to his height, we aren’t sure which.  The point, however, is that Jesus grew from an infant to a man in the normal, human way increasing in age and height, going through puberty, and generally growing up as his siblings did.  Later in his life the people of his hometown would wonder about Jesus’ miracles and teachings noting that they had watched him grow up and concluding that he was nothing special.  


Going back to Matthew we have more pieces.  For the sake of time we will not read every passage, but consider some of what Jesus did.  In Matthew chapter eight we find Jesus in Peter’s house and are told that Peter’s mother-in-law waited on him.  It seems that Jesus ate and drank as anyone else would.  In chapter nine Jesus goes to a party at Matthew’s house and we find him again eating and drinking.  Thinking back to Matthew eight, while Jesus’ disciples were fighting a storm while on their boat, Jesus was so exhausted he was sleeping right through the action.  Throughout all four gospels Jesus asks for food, gets tired, and generally shows us that he was a normal human being.


On top of all of these things, in Matthew chapter four we find out that Jesus could be tempted as the Devil himself comes and tempts Jesus.  The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus was truly tempted just as we are but with one big difference.


Hebrews 5:15 – For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.


From his birth to his ancestry to his hunger and need for rest, Jesus was fully human.  You cannot read the gospels without seeing that Jesus is truly human as opposed to the teachings of some in the early church who were influenced more by Plato than by the Bible.  The first truth about Jesus is that he was a human.


In light of the liberal emphasis on the complete and exclusive humanity of Jesus Christ we sometimes neglect the truth that he was truly human.  However, the writer of Hebrews tells us just how important this truth is.


Hebrews 2:14-18 – Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the Devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.  For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  


According to this, Jesus became a man in order to save humanity.  It is not angels that Jesus helps and so he did not become like an angle, but like the humans he desired to save.  Because he was made a human he could stand in for us in facing God’s wrath.  Because he was a human, he could die for our sins and win us salvation.  


Only as a human could Jesus serve as our faithful high priest representing us to God and making atonement for our sins.  Consider several other scriptures.  

1 John 2:1-2 – My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 – For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men – the testimony given in its proper time.  


As a human, Jesus perfectly kept the law in our place gaining righteousness.  As a human, Jesus died for our sins.  As a human, Jesus continues to represent us to God making intercession for us.  What is more, going back to our Hebrews passage, as a human, Jesus experienced life just as we do and so understands our struggles and can help us in them.  In fact, because Jesus both understands temptation and has overcome temptation as a man we can find help in him and approach the Father with confidence.  
Hebrews 4:14-16 – Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.


The fact that Jesus became a human is very good news for us.  We have a God who understands all that we face in this life and who can sympathize with us in every way.  Jesus faced temptation, persecution, injustice, sorrow, joy, happiness, the birth of babies and the loss of loved ones.  Our God understands and loves us so much that he became vulnerable to all that we suffer and face.  As a man, Jesus also provides the perfect example for us of how to live a righteous life by the power of the Spirit.  There is much more we could say about Jesus living as a human but we must go on for the sake of time.  

As opposed to the very early church, the tendency today is not to diminish Jesus’ humanity but to focus solely upon that aspect of who he is.  Yet, throughout the gospels and even in these first nine chapters of Matthew that we have studied, there is another truth that is evident.  Let’s consider those pieces now.  We will begin with the angel’s announcement to Joseph concerning Mary’s baby.

Matthew 1:21-23 – She (Mary) will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which means “God with us.”  


The names which the angel gives for Mary’s child are very impressive.  Jesus is a Greek form of Joshua and means, “The Lord Saves.”  Even more impressive is the name, “Immanuel” which means “God with us.”  In his very name is the claim that, in Jesus, God was present.  The passage of the Old Testament quoted by Matthew is Isaiah chapter nine.  When we look at this prophecy we see even grander statements about this child.


Isaiah 9:6 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.


We see in Isaiah a clear statement that this child would rule and that he would be, among other things, Mighty God.  From before his birth Jesus was proclaimed to be God himself, the everlasting one who would bring salvation and peace.  This passage in Isaiah is referenced again in Matthew 4:15-16 regarding Jesus.  Jesus coming and preaching in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali is seen as a fulfillment of God coming to the people there.   As we reflect back upon what we have studied of Matthew so far we find this truth to be upheld consistently.  Consider John the Baptist’s words in Matthew 3:3.


Matthew 3:3 – A voice of one calling in the desert, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”  


John the Baptist applies this saying from Isaiah 40 to Jesus.  In Isaiah 40 this statement applies to the people getting ready for God’s coming to them.  As you reflect back on what we have studied you will see in Matthew eight and nine that Jesus has power over diseases, demons, and sickness as only God has.  In Matthew nine Jesus also has the power to give life as he raises a little girl from the dead.  Additionally, as we read last week, Jesus has the power to forgive sins.  At the beginning of Matthew nine Jesus forgives a man his sins and the teachers of the law get upset because that is something only God can do.  Jesus proves he has this authority by healing the man of his paralysis.  

Along with Jesus being proclaimed God in the gospels and doing what only God can do, we have explicit statements in scripture.  Consider three.  The first is when Thomas sees Jesus after the resurrection for the first time.


John 20:28-29 – Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”


Romans 9:5 – Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen.


Titus 2:13 - …while we wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.


These statements are very clear that Jesus is God himself in the flesh.  This is the second truth about Jesus to which we must hold.  Just as we believe that Jesus was fully human, so we believe that he was also God.  


Godly scholars have debated over the centuries just how these two facts fit together in the person of Jesus and have often disagreed.  There is much complex theological language that now surrounds these two truths.  If you want to impress someone then tell them that you learned about the hypostatic union in church today.  When scholars refer to the hypostatic union they are simply referring to the idea that Jesus was somehow both God and Man at the same time.  Here is the good news for all of us: We don’t have to understand it all to believe the truth.  Scriptures clearly teach that Jesus was a man.  They also clearly teach that he is God.  We can believe that knowing that the Bible is true and that God is larger than our abilities to understand.  You can imagine a continuum with “Man” on one end and “God” on the other.  As you struggle to understand how Jesus can be both God and man your understanding is ok so long as you stay in between the two ends of the continuum.  The closer your understanding is to the middle, the better it will be.  The point of all of this is that, while scholars debate and offer different ideas of how Jesus can be both God and man, we can believe the facts without understanding them completely.  You do this every time you act like gravity is a reality.  No one really understands how gravity works, but we all believe its real and act as if that assumption is true.  

I would love, at this point, to discuss the Trinity in relation to Jesus at length but we simply don’t have the time to do so.  Very briefly, the unified testimony of scripture is that there is one God.  This is true from the first of the Ten Commandments to the New Testament.  At the same time, Jesus clearly prays and speaks to his Father in heaven as to God.  The Holy Spirit is also spoken of as God and is used interchangeably at times with God in places such as Acts 5:3-4.  While we don’t entirely understand how it all fits together we see that God exists as three persons while still being one God.  In some way he is three and in some way he is one.  I would love to discuss this more but we simply can’t do it this morning.  For now, the part I want you to see is that Jesus is a human but he is also God.  As God, he is a member of the Trinity along with the Father and the Spirit.  He is not one of three gods but is one person of the one God.  Richard Baxter who teaches preaching says that a preacher should say one totally incomprehensible thing each sermon to keep up his mystic.  I think I may have accomplished that this morning.

If you want to simplify things and check your understanding you can picture a box.  Across the top we have the statement, “There is one God.”  Across the bottom, “God is three persons.”  On the left side we have, “Jesus was a human” and on the right, “Jesus is God.”  As long as you stay within that box, your beliefs are in line with scriptures.
Besides knowing who Jesus is, these truths have some impact on the ways in which we relate to him.  First, we must take care that we don’t wander outside our box in terms of our beliefs.  Consider how seriously the apostle John takes our beliefs about Jesus in what he says after correcting some false beliefs.

2 John 9-11 – Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work.
Many people have crossed the lines of our box in the past and we sometimes inherit bits and pieces of their thinking without realizing it.  It is common to speak about Jesus and then to talk about God as if Jesus were not God.  I don’t think people realize when they do this but they will say something like, “Jesus wants us to do such and such and God does too.”  A better way would be to speak of Jesus and the Father since both are equally God.  We must not forget that Jesus truly is God in the flesh.  Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses in particular deny that Jesus is God.  Many liberal denominations also deny that Jesus is God with the result that they soon see Jesus as little different from other religious leaders.  While they sound very Christian when they speak about the Bible, they are wrong in their beliefs about God and so come to different conclusions than the Bible about salvation and worship.  At issue is whether or not Jesus can save us.  The Jesus of the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses and liberals can’t save because he is not God.
Because Jesus was God, he could take the wrath of the Father and survive.  As God, he was able to perfectly fulfill the requirements of the law without ever sinning.  Where we are bound simply to obey God and submit to his judgments, Jesus, as God, could make arrangements to save us from those judgments in ways that we could never earn or negotiate.  As God, Jesus was righteous enough to take our sin upon himself and fully pay for our guilt.  What is more, Jesus, as God, mediates God to us.  Through Jesus we have a relationship with the Father and Spirit and know who God is.

John 14:6-7 – Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me you would know my Father as well.  From now on you do know him and have seen him.  

Jesus represents the Father to us so completely that he can say that knowing him IS knowing the Father.  This means that everything you learn about Jesus’ character in the gospels is true of the Father as well.  Jesus wept at the pain of Lazarus’ sisters when Lazarus died.  Jesus loved sinners and desired to have mercy on them.  Jesus hated self-righteousness and praised humility.  These and many other things we learn about God through Jesus.  If you ever want to know what God is like and how he responds to people, read about Jesus.  

Finally, consider the first two of the Ten Commandments.  

Exodus 20:2-5A – I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on earth below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God…

According to the Ten Commandments it is wrong to worship anything that is not God.  It is wrong to give absolute allegiance to anyone other than God himself.  Throughout the Old Testament God’s greatest pet peeve is idolatry.  If Jesus is not God then it is wrong to give him the same honor, obedience, or worship we would give to God.  Our worship songs about Jesus would then be blasphemy.  However, because Jesus is God we are free to worship him as only God deserves.  Along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, it is entirely appropriate to worship Jesus.  In fact, we see Jesus worshiped in Heaven right alongside the Father in the book of Revelations.
Along with this thought, it is right to declare Jesus our Lord and to obey him as we would obey God.  Truly, if Jesus is God, then he is our creator and deserves our obedience whether we like that fact or not.  Because this is the testimony of scripture we are bound to obey Jesus in all that he commands.  There is no reading his words and then picking and choosing which parts seem doable or enjoyable.  Rather, we acknowledge Jesus as our God and Lord and do whatever he asks.  More than a good example to follow, more than simply another human traveler, and more than one of many religious teachers, Jesus is God himself come as a human.  We are bound to listen to him and to obey his words.
There is much more we could speak about regarding Jesus being both God and Man but we are short on time today.  For today, check your beliefs about Jesus and God in general.  Being right in your beliefs, meditate on them and consider how they influence your relationship with God.  Jesus represents you, understands you, and intercedes for you.  Jesus represents the Father to you so that you may know him well.  As God, Jesus deserves our worship and obedience.  Hold him in the high regard that he deserves.
