Promises

Easter and Christmas are both over now and so it is an odd time to do this, but we are going to begin working through the book of Matthew today.  Likely written before 70 AD, Matthew deals very much with fulfilled Old Testament prophecy regarding Jesus.  Matthew records sermons by Jesus which are very challenging at times.  As we begin the book we are going to start in an odd place for Matthew – The first chapter and verse.  If you are like me, you skim the first half chapter of Matthew and skip right over this genealogy.  However, these verses are scripture just as much as John 3:16 is scripture and so we should pay attention.  Read with me:


Matthew 1:1 – A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:


Matthew begins with a genealogy primarily to show that Jesus is from the right family to be the messiah; a fact I believe most of us already accept.  In this genealogy, however, we also discover something of God’s character.  Let’s back up a minute to the Old Testament.   

(Picture)
This picture is a structure excavated in the ancient city of Ur in southern Iraq.  If you recall in your Bible, Ur is the city in which Abraham and his family lived before God called them to leave that place for an undisclosed location.  Abraham left a thriving city state, the largest in the area, and followed God.  He left because he believed God’s promises made to him:

Genesis 12:1-3 – The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”


These are some very awesome promises made to a man several thousand years ago.  Abram was promised specifically that all peoples would be blessed through him if he would leave Ur to follow God.  Abraham believed God and so, at the young age of 75, he left Ur, childless, and followed God.  Abraham and his wife Sarah would remain childless until Abraham was 100 years old, a full 25 years after leaving Ur.  However, Abraham would die without seeing all peoples be blessed through him.  


Several hundred years later God would make a promise to another man – one of Abraham’s descendents.  That man had followed the Lord and become king of the nation of Israel.  He was a man after God’s own heart and he desired to build God a temple.  God told him NOT to build a temple but, thanks to his good desires, God made King David a promise as well.  Concerning David’s descendants God made this promise in 2 Samuel…


2 Samuel 7:16 – Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.”  


Once again God made promises to a man.  He promised David that he would have a descendant on the throne forever.  Throughout the Old Testament these promises of blessing through Abraham and a king from David would be elaborated upon showing that the one to come would be God’s Messiah who would usher in the Kingdom of God and the time of salvation.  Abraham left Ur for these promises and David likewise trusted the Lord.  Abraham died without seeing all nations blessed through him.  David died without seeing his promise fulfilled also.  Then, hundreds of years later, Jesus was born.  


Matthew 1:1 – A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:


In this, the very first verse of the New Testament, we find a confirmation of God’s character.  Jesus Christ, the one who is the messiah, the one through whom the whole world will be blessed, is the son Abraham.  Jesus Christ, the true King, the eternal one, the one who will rule over all nations in the future, is the son of David.  In other words, we find in this first verse confirmation that God keeps his promises!  

Abraham left Ur based on the promise that all nations would be blessed through his descendents.  David followed God and trusted that one of his descendents would rule forever.  Neither saw this happen, but God kept his promise.  The messiah was the descendent of Abraham and the descendent of David.  


Do you believe God keeps his promises?  This is not the only time in scripture that he did, but it is one of the major fulfillments of his promises.  Do you believe God will always do what he says?  If so, how do you live by his promises?  Consider some of the things we are promised.


John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 8:1 – Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…


Matthew 6:20 – But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal.


Luke 12:29-31 – And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  But seek his kingdom and these things will be given to you as well.

2 Peter 3:10 – But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.


Revelations 22:12 – Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.


These are by no means the only promises give to us in scriptures, but they are some of the more significant promises in the New Testament that should affect our lives as much as Abraham leaving Ur in response to God’s promises.  


On the one hand, we are promised eternal life.  We will live forever with the God of the universe who created all the good things we now enjoy.  If we will live forever with a good God who can create out of nothing, why should we run around greedy for experiences and pleasure now?  We have all of eternity to enjoy life with God and, in response to this promise, should not live as if today is all we have.

We are also promised that we will not be condemned by God if we are in Christ.  Do you believe this promise or do you walk under a cloud of guilt for your sins?  After you have come to faith in Jesus Christ, do you trust his promises or do you continue to feel condemned?  This promise of no condemnation should affect you as much as the promises to Abraham caused him to leave his family and country.


We are told that God knows our needs and will meet our needs and that, as a result, we ought to pursue the things of the kingdom of God more than anything else.  He tells us not to worry about our daily needs but to serve God wholeheartedly.  We are promised that this present world is reserved for fire one day and so all that we gain materially here will perish.  Do you believe these promises?  How much do you live by them if you do?  Where are your priorities and how does your faith in these promises show?


The last promise in the Bible is that Jesus will return one day.  We don’t know when, but we know he is coming.  Does that fill you with fear or excitement?  Does that promise have any reality in your life at all?  Do you have hope because of this promise?  


Of the many things we learn from this genealogy in Matthew, one of them certainly is that God keeps his promises.  He kept his promise to Abraham and to David and to all who came in between those two men.  When God promises, he will fulfill.  Like those men who left their home and country or who trusted God to leave an heir, so we need to believe God’s promises enough that they affect our priorities, our use of resources and time, and the course of our daily lives.  God will keep his promises. 


Imagine for a moment that I promised these M&M’s to Noah.  What if I told him that he could have these M&M’s right after service?  If he believed me he would come up and ask for them right after service.  On the other hand, what if he ran off to the gas station and bought M&M’s after church today?  What would that say about his belief in my promise to give him M&M’s?  Like Abraham and David, true faith in God’s promises should show in how we live our lives. 


Let’s read on in this genealogy to see what else we learn.


Matthew 1:2-17 – Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.  David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.  After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  Thus there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.  

I want you to consider this list of people God used to bring Jesus into the world.  Really, this is a list of people God used to fulfill his promises.  This is a list of people to whom God made the promises which he kept.  Consider this list of people.


Abraham and Isaac both feared people more than God and so claimed their wives were their sisters so that they wouldn’t be killed by those who wanted their wives.  Jacob was a liar who stole the blessing of the firstborn from his brother and who then took two wives and two girlfriends.  Judah had rotten kids who died and then two more children.  His additional two children came about when his ex-daughter-in-law, Tamar, disguised herself as a prostitute and slept with him.  This says that she knew Judah would sleep with a prostitute in addition to all the other issues with this.  


Farther down the list, Rahab was a prostitute who believed God’s promises to the nation of Israel and so placed her faith in God and was then included in Jesus’ family line.  Ruth was a foreigner who had no place among the people of Israel but who was included in Jesus’ family line anyway.  


David was a great king, but he committed murder and adultery.  His son Solomon who would become the next king was the result of adultery.  Solomon was not faithful to God but also had a problem with lust and let his many wives turn him to other Gods.  The greed of Solomon’s son split the kingdom.  The following kings were a mixed bag of good and bad with Manasseh finally sealing the nation’s doom by his sin.  


Jesus’ family line was full of people less than great.  In spite of these people, God kept his promises.  Jesus was born from the family line of Abraham and of David.  In spite of the massive sin in David’s own life, God was faithful to his promise.  In spite of the sin in the lives of all of these people, God graciously kept his promises.  


Have you ever felt you have just messed up too many times for God to keep his promises?  You sinned once again and perhaps you won’t have eternal life now.  You failed to trust and now, perhaps, God won’t provide for you.  You got your priorities wrong and now, perhaps, you are facing God’s condemnation.  If you have ever felt this way then take heart!


On the one hand, when we sin or fail to trust God, we don’t experience the closeness to him or the peace that are ours.  When we sin, we face the natural consequences of that sin.  However, when it comes to God’s promises, we see in Jesus’ genealogy that God is faithful even when we aren’t.  When God promises, he will keep his promise regardless of what we do.  God has promised to always forgive us.  When you sin you may suffer some natural consequences, but God will forgive your sin.  


What promises do you need to hold on to?  You can have peace knowing that God will keep his promises even when we are less than perfect.  If he could keep his promises made to an adulterer and a murderer, then he certainly can keep his promises to us.

Finally, among the many things we find in Matthew one, the genealogy tells us something of God’s timing.  The promise was made to Abraham that all people would be blessed through him.  Abraham lived to a good old age, but he still died without seeing the promise fulfilled.  David was promised that he would always have a man on the throne, but he died without an eternal king.  The nation split in two and descended into intermittent civil war.  The Assyrians came and removed ten of the twelve tribes of Israel.  The Babylonians came and removed the other two tribes including the king, the descendent of David.  The Persians came.  The Greeks came.  The Romans came.  Foreigners reigned on the throne of David.  I am sure that, to many, it looked like God would not keep his promises.  The prophets ceased for four hundred years.  And then, suddenly, Jesus was born, the son of Abraham and of David.  God kept his promise.


Much time passed before God kept his promises and many horrible things happened, but God did keep his promises.  In our lives we sometimes look at the time that has passed or the circumstances around us and we doubt or forget about God’s promises.  We see all the time that has gone by and we get to thinking that this world is it.  We may know it isn’t, but because of the timeframe involved, we act like it is.  Jesus hasn’t returned yet and we forget that he will.  We have not reached heaven and so we forget that it is our hope and try to live as long as possible here.  The world hasn’t ended yet and so we doubt that it will.  We forget that God is not slow but patient.  As with his promises to David and Abraham, so God will keep the promises he has made to us.


Sometimes we treat God like a flakey friend.  We think that, since it has been awhile, God has forgotten his promise.  I promised a pizza to anyone in the youth group who read the entire New Testament.  Stephen did it but I am pretty sure he thinks I have forgotten my promise because I have been slow.  I bet he is very surprised right now to receive his pizza!  When it comes to God, will you be surprised when he keeps his promises?  Know that God is patient rather than forgetful and hold on to the hope that he will keep his promises!

I realize that Matthew provided this genealogy primarily to show that Jesus was from the right family line to be the messiah, but we also learn much about how God keeps his promises through it.  We learn that God is faithful even when, by our standards, he doesn’t seem to be.  We learn that God is faithful even when we don’t deserve it.  We learn that God’s timing is simply a great deal larger in scope than ours.  We find that God can keep his promises even when things seem absolutely impossible to us as when the line of David was taken to prison in exile.  


The real question is not whether or not God will keep his promises – we see that he does – the real question is whether or not we will trust him.  Will we live like God keeps his promises?  Will we trust God that this world is not the main show and that the one to come is much more important?  Will we trust God to provide and refuse to worry?  Will we set our priorities straight in line with what God has promised?  Will we act like we have eternal life even when we are faced with death?  Will WE be faithful?  


I want to encourage you this morning that God is faithful to his promises as we see in this simple genealogy.  Knowing this, reflect upon his promises regularly.  Think about God’s promises and remember them.  In remembering, choose to live as if God really will keep his promises.  Straighten out your priorities.  Trust God.  Have peace knowing that he will do as he promised. 
