Living Love

Once again, to all you mothers, Happy Mother’s Day.  It is interesting to do internet searches for quotes about mothers.  It is very easy to find positive quotes about the importance of mothers from all over the world.  One I was insulted by but ended up agreeing with is a Spanish proverb that says: An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.  The world over it is a given fact that mothers are very special.  


Mothers spend more time than anyone else with their children from the earliest ages.  As soon as a child is born he begins to learn.  One of the first lessons a baby learns is whether the world is a good and safe place or not.  The baby learns this lesson primarily from the care he receives from his mother in those early months.  Good mothers shape their child’s view of the world simply by loving that child.  In truth, mothers have the unique role of preparing their children to understand and to receive God’s love.  Whether you were aware of it or not, in caring for your child you helped form their understanding of love and their willingness to believe they are loveable.  In truth, mothers are living examples of God’s unconditional love.  The better a mother loves, the more her child will be able to understand and receive God’s love.  As we celebrate our mothers today we can turn our attention also to the source of their love for us.  As we celebrate our mothers, we also have an opportunity to contemplate God’s love.


I am the oldest of three boys.  All my life I have liked to read books.  I have always enjoyed good science fiction – something I don’t believe my mother is interested in at all.  I also enjoyed playing outside during the summer and, when not outside, I did a lot of Lego building.  Now I have to repeat to myself on a regular basis, “The Lego’s are Jesse’s.  The Lego’s are Jesse’s.  He can do with them what he wants.”  I began mowing lawns for different people before I could drive and continued working steadily from that time on.  I was married and left home as soon as I finished high school.  

I have a brother who is two years younger than me.  He was also into reading but was less likely to be as adventurous as me in sports.  He didn’t enjoy wrestling or skiing as much as I did but was much more into drawing.  He was actually very good at drawing when we were growing up.  He also got married shortly after high school and left home.


My youngest brother has enjoyed video games much more than I did.  He also has musical talent and is playing on a worship team in Portland.  My youngest brother is done with high school and not married.  He has also been much more socially inclined than either of us other two boys.  


Each of us has different interests and talents and personalities.  Each of us was a challenge to my mother in different ways.  Despite our many differences, each of us was loved by my mother.  We did not do anything to earn this love.  In fact, more often than not, we took my mother for granted.  I understand my youngest brother and his friends would call her on their cell phones from the basement of the house to ask her to make them some pizza’s rather than walk up to the kitchen!  As for me, let’s just say that I didn’t know how to do laundry until I got married.  The point is, my mother loved us before we could do anything more than cry and eat.  She loved us when we were difficult and she loved us when we were pleasant.  She loved each of us without regard to our personalities, abilities, or anything else.  Her love was unconditional.


How many of you can say this same thing about your mothers?  Whether your mother was a homemaker or a working mom, whether she was easy going or strict, most of us know that our mothers loved us growing up with an unconditional love.  This unconditional love is a display of God’s love for us.  This unconditional love prepared us to receive and reminds us now of God’s unconditional love.  


Romans 5:6-8 – You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.


God’s love for us is unconditional.  While were sinners he loved us.  While we were doing wrong and made ourselves his enemies, he loved us.  He loves us so much he sent his son to die for us.  We did not earn God’s love nor could we.  We don’t deserve his love in any way.  God simply loves us.  If you have a mother who loved you unconditionally then be very grateful for this love helped prepare you to receive God’s love.  As you celebrate your mother today, remember also the one who loves you even more than she does.  As you continue mothering today, be encouraged that even your unconditional love is a tool of God to draw your children to himself.  God’s love is unconditional.


Years ago I heard Jeff Foxworthy talk about babies.  One of the things he said is that mothers always think their children are the cutest and smartest things around.  He talked about looking at hairy little babies he was afraid to touch and having the new mother cooing about how cute the baby is.  He talked about a mother being so proud of her child standing on the front lawn looking up and saying, “Airplane” – the child was 14 years old!  


On the other hand, there are the stories of Patrick McManus.  His mother had no illusions about him.  He writes that his mother warned him against falling in with bad company until she realized he was bad company and started warning others about falling in with him.  


In truth, mothers hit both ends of this spectrum.  Growing up I had friends that could get away with murder because their mothers couldn’t believe that they would do anything wrong.  Good mothers, though, are not blind to their children’s faults.  Good mothers love unconditionally, but not blindly.  Good mothers are aware of what is going on in their children’s lives and are on top of it.  While continuing to love their children, they are also honest about their children.  Was your mother one of these?  If she was, you probably felt like you couldn’t get away with anything.  If she was, you probably thought you had a strict mother and wished that yours was like all the other moms who let their children get away with anything.  If your mom was one who loved you but also was honest about you, be grateful because she prepared you to understand God’s love.  Like a good mother, God loves us unconditionally, but not blindly.

John 3:16-19 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only son.  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  


This clearly says that God loves the world.  As we already noted, God loves us all unconditionally.  However, God does not love us blindly.  God sees our sin and he takes it seriously.  God recognized that we needed to be saved from the penalty of our sins.  There was no blind love here.  God is even honest about the response most of the people he loves will give him in return for the gift of his son – they will choose darkness rather than light.  God is under no illusions about us.  We can’t fool him or hide our faults.  He knows all there is to know about us and he still loves us.  

I had parents who were willing to punish me as a child.  When they did punish me, however, they always affirmed that they loved me at the same time.  If you had parents like this, be grateful because they prepared you to understand and receive God’s love.  Those good mothers who love unconditionally but not blindly teach their children by example how God loves each of us.  As you celebrate your mother today thank God also for his love.  As with a good mother, you don’t have to fear losing his love and so you don’t have to hide from him.  As a mother, persevere in letting your children know that you love them even when they are less than perfect.


When I was looking around this week I saw this definition of a sweater: The thing a child wears when its mother is chilly.  I believe Jesse would agree with that completely.  That boy never wants to wear a coat and always complains that it is just too hot.  However, he does regularly wear a coat during the winter because his mother makes him.  


Good moms know their kids and are honest about who they are and love them anyway.  Good moms also work to shape their child’s character.  My parents made me keep commitments, apologize to people, and even forced me to be kind to my brothers.  When I got into the habit of complaining about everything, they established the rule that you had to say two positive things for every complaint.  It didn’t always work well, but they were interested in shaping my character.  A good mother loves her child enough to work on his character.  She will confront what is wrong and encourage what is right.  This isn’t always pleasant for the child, but a good mother does it anyway.  How was your mother at this?  Was she concerned with your character or did she just leave you be?  

If your mother worked to shape your character then be grateful because she showed you something of God’s love.  Like a good mother, God loves us unconditionally.  Like a good mother, God knows all about us.  And like a good mother, God isn’t content to just leave us be.  He is concerned for our character.


Colossians 3:1-11 – Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these the wrath of God is coming.  You used to walk in these ways in the life you once lived.  But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all and is in all.


God loves us unconditionally and saved us without us earning it.  However, God loves us enough to want our character changed as well.  God loves us enough that he is renewing us in the image of his Son.  When you feel like God is nagging, when you feel like he is disciplining, think back to how a mother loves.  A good mother is concerned for the character of her child and works to shape that character.  God does this same thing.  If you have a mother who was not content to leave you be with all your bad habits but, instead, worked to shape your character, then be grateful because she showed you what God’s love is like.  Be thankful that you have a living example in your life of God’s kind of love.  


And, as a mother now, persevere in showing this love to your children.  Follow God’s example and be intentional about shaping their character.  Don’t listen to them when they just want you to let them be but work on their character as long as they are under your care.  


Now, as I said earlier, my brothers and I often took our mother for granted.  We rarely thanked her for dinners or lunches.  We rarely even noticed when she did our laundry or cleaned the house.  On top of that, we occasionally got on her nerves.  My youngest brother is ten years younger than me.  When he was at that in-between stage with walking and crawling my friend and I taught him to crawl up to people and to raise his back leg like a dog.  As our bad luck would have it, the pastor and his wife showed up at our home that same day.  As my mother was talking with the pastor my brother crawled up to his foot and lifted his leg.  My friend and I thought this was great!  My mother wasn’t so amused.  

The great thing about most mothers, though, is that they are quick to forgive.  Because they love their children, they don’t generally hold grudges.  They deal with the offense and then they forgive.  If your mother was like this then rejoice because she taught you more about God than you realize!  


1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.


God faces our sins and he dealt with them by sending his son to die in our place.  Now, when we confess our sins, he forgives us happily.  He WANTS to forgive our sins or else he wouldn’t have sent his son to die for us.  When you have trouble believing this you simply have to think back to a good mother who happily forgives her children because she loves them and wants a good relationship with them.  


For those mothers here today, persevere in showing forgiveness to your children.  Don’t ignore the offenses – that is not how God works.  Rather, deal with offenses head on.  Resolve them and forgive them as God does.  In doing this you will do more than preserve your relationships with your children, you will teach them about who God is.


I realize that mothers all fail at some time or another.  Some fail in small ways and some fail entirely in their role as mothers.  In either case, the love that mothers have for their children points past themselves to the only one who can love perfectly.  As you celebrate Mother’s Day and the love you and your mother have, take the time also to reflect upon God’s perfect love.  A mother’s love prepares us for and teaches us about God’s love.  Reflect upon that love as well and thank God for it today.  As you celebrate your mother, be encouraged that the God of the universe loves you even more than your own mother does and be amazed.  

As mothers, know that you have an incredibly important job with your children.  By your love you reveal to them who God is and prepare them to accept his love.  Know that your job is important today and persevere in the job God has given you.  
