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Over the past few months we have worked our way through the entire book of Revelation.  Our focus has been on seeing the relevance of the prophecy for the lives of Christians today.  As is stated several times in the book, those who read it and keep its words are to be blessed.  It has meaning and relevance for today other than as a look into the future.

Revelation 1

As Revelation opened, we saw a world beyond our physical world.  The spiritual world is a reality just as real and meaningful as the world which we see.  We were encouraged to trust God and to have peace in our world as we saw the Eternal God on his throne ruling over the events of our world and Jesus Christ alive and sovereign in our world.

Revelation 2-3
We examined the seven letters to the seven churches in these chapters and saw what the Lord considers to be marks of healthy churches.  We noted that numbers did not make a church healthy.  Instead, the Lord looked for churches which were faithful to the truth in guarding and proclaiming it, full of love for God and people, faithful to the Lord no matter the outcome, morally pure, dependent upon and responsive to the Lord, and fully committed to the Lord before all else.

Revelation 4-5
We saw God again on his throne and reigning in power.  We saw Jesus as powerful, alive, and our savior.  From our vision of the grandeur of God we were encouraged to pray and to trust God with life’s circumstances.  We were also inspired to worship God for who he is and what he has done for us.

Revelation 6
In this chapter we saw the first six of the seal judgements opened.  We saw war and famine and death and persecution coming into the world at God’s commands.  We saw that God is in control of even the worst disasters and tragedies in our world.  We were encouraged to trust him with the relatively small issues of our lives knowing that he is firmly in control of our world.

Revelation 7
We saw the 144,000 of Israel sealed and read about the great multitude in heaven who wear white robes and worship God.  We were encouraged to set our hope more firmly on heaven and so live more holy lives in faithfulness to the Lord.  This current world is not our home.

Revelation 8-9
We saw in this chapter even greater judgements from God than before with much death and suffering on the earth.  We were told repeatedly that mankind will not repent of their sins in spite of these judgements.  We learned that God hates and judges sin and that, at the same time, he desires people to be saved and will go to great lengths to save even a few.  We were encouraged to share God’s priorities by hating sin while constantly seeking to present the gospel to those we love.

Revelation 10-11
After skimming chapter 10 we looked at God’s two witnesses in chapter 11 and saw that they had everything one could want as witnesses for God.  They had words and the “look” and even signs from heaven.  In the end, the world rejoiced when the beast killed these witnesses.  We were encouraged that evangelism is not about having all the right looks or words or even signs but that it is about faithfulness in presenting the gospel.  We were encouraged that anyone can share the gospel and that the responses of those we witness to is beyond our area of responsibility.

Revelation 12
We looked at the woman and the dragon which John saw in the stars and were reminded of the reality of Satan in our world.  We were reminded that Satan is real, powerful, and evil.  We were encouraged, however, by the fact that Satan is also defeated and that the one in us is more powerful than the one in him.  As a result, we were all encouraged to draw near to God in our lives, to resist the devil, and to be faithful in holy living.

Revelation 13-14
We looked at a time in the future of intense persecution under an evil world government.  We were challenged by the call to faithfulness in times of persecution.  We were challenged to live now as faithfully to God as we would HOPE to live in a time of persecution.  Take the time now, while we are free, to be fully committed to God.

Revelation 15-16
We saw the final seven judgements of God and the great multitude worshiping in heaven.  We were encouraged by the fact that God will defeat all evil and vindicate his people.  Knowing that God will prevail, we as Christians have hope and peace in a very troubled world.  We do not fear what the world fears but live and speak and act with hope.

Revelation 17-18
We looked at the great prostitute to come in the future: a false world religion actively persecuting Christians.  We learned three lessons from this future event.  First, numbers and wealth and influence do not equal God’s blessing and should not be the measure of any teacher or church.  Secondly, only those in the Book of Life will not be deceived and so the best way to prepare is to get into the book of life by receiving salvation.  Finally, we learned the lesson of temptation: we must love God more than anything in this world so that we are not tempted to compromise when hardship comes.  Lastly, we were encouraged to invite others to salvation as well.

Revelation 19A
We saw the future defeat of the Great Prostitute and the heavenly celebration which follows.  We saw Jesus as the great King of Kings riding out to defeat evil.  We were encouraged to persevere as Christians and to have hope because God will establish perfect justice one day and overcome all evil.  As a result, we stand on the side of the Lord today with courage knowing that he will win the battle.

Revelation 19B-20
We looked at the future 1000 year reign of Christ in our world and the final judgement to come.  We saw that God will prevail over all evil and judge all sin.  Only those in the Book of Life will be saved.  We were encouraged to take this certain future to heart by living holy lives, by being ready for the judgement by receiving salvation, and by inviting others to salvation.  Be ready for the coming of Christ now.

Revelation 21-22A

We looked back at Palm Sunday when Jesus rode into Jerusalem as the king and forward to the eternal and perfect reign of Christ in the future and our future home.  We saw the blessings of God’s presence, of perfect peace and happiness, and of security coming in the future.  We also saw a future without the curse of sin.  We then noted how we, as those under Christ’s reign now, experience previews of each of these future elements now as we are invited to pray and have peace, as we know that the Holy Spirit lives in us now and so God is present, and as we know that our lives are secure in the Lord.

Revelation 22B
We looked forward to the promised return of Jesus Christ in power with his reward.  We were reminded that Jesus truly is alive and that we will see him someday.  As a result, we were all challenged to live with the reality that Jesus is alive and returning now.  How will your life change knowing that Jesus is alive, is present with you, and will come visibly some day?  Live fully committed to the Lord now.
