Living Among God’s People

Sermon Series Summary
1 Corinthians 12:13- For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free - and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

1 Peter 2:9-10 - But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness and into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.


This summer we have looked at what the church is, what it is supposed to be doing, and how Christians are to relate to it.  The verses above were key in this series.  First, all who accept Christ as their savior are placed into the church by the Spirit.  This means that all Christians, whether they go to church or not, are a part of God’s church.


The church as it really is, is God’s chosen people,  It is all those people who have responded by faith to Jesus Christ and so have experienced salvation.  The church is a people loved by God as shown by his sending his son to save us and in his choosing us.  The church is a royal priesthood which serves God and which represents him to the world.  The church is a people who exist to declare God’s praises, that is, to glorify God.  As people who have been forgiven and made holy, the church is holy and pure.


On the other hand, the local church falls short of what it is meant to be.  We saw in a parable of Jesus in Matthew 13:24-30 that the local church is made up of a mixture of believers and unbelievers.  Additionally, Colossians 1:28-29 reminds us that there are immature believers in churches who, though they are holy, have not matured in living out that holiness.  As a result, the local church often seems to fall short of what it really is.  However, Ephesians 5 reminds us that Jesus loves the church as a husband loves his wife.  If we are to love what Jesus loves, then we must love his church.  The only way to love the church is to be committed to local expressions of the church.  Thus, it is necessary for Christians to be committed to local churches through the good times and bad.

Colossians 3:12-15 - Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues, put on love, which binds them together in perfect unity.


As we are committed to the local church, we must be committed to individual believers within the church.  It is necessary for Christians to genuinely love each other.  As people called to love even our enemies, Christians must love each other.  As God’s chosen people we are called upon to fellowship together, to pray for one another and to encourage each other.  We are also called upon to pursue peace and to protect the unity of the church.  As forgiven people, we are especially commanded to forgive each other.  The church should be set apart from the world by its love and unity.

As royal priests called to glorify God, Christians are also called to worship.  Worship is an important event as God is present in our gatherings.  God is the audience to whom we sing and it is God whom we worship.  We worship him for who he is and what he has done for us.  When we worship, we are a part of that throng of worshipers spoken of in Hebrews 12 rejoicing in the Lord.


As priests serving the Lord, it is also our job to spread the gospel.  As a church we are called to pray for the lost and to seek opportunities to share the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.  We are called upon to make disciples, followers of Jesus.


Finally, we spoke about the responsibility each Christian has to serve well.  When a commitment is made, it should be kept.  When a job is taken, it should be done to the best of our abilities.  As Christians we should give the Lord greater respect and honor than even our human employers.  We should serve him to the best of our abilities with whatever gifts he has given us.  


It is a privilege and a gift to be saved by Christ and an honor to be one of his people.  As those who have been granted these gifts, we should serve with gratitude and joy.

